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It has been a chilly first week back at school with lots of great learning opportunities! The children across 

the school have been immersing themselves in their new core texts and the teachers have provided excit-

ing ‘hook’ lessons to get the children excited.  

This week, Year 1 have been immersed in their new core text, Island Born. After returning from assembly on 

Monday, they were transported to the Dominican Republic, which is the 

main character’s home in the story. The children were so excited to look 

at the artefacts on their tables which had things such as: drums, palm 

leaves, pictures and flags. Bessie said 'I can't believe our classroom has 

changed; I wonder what our new book is going to be about'.  

 

After exploring the artefacts, Year 1 watched traditional dancing before 

joining in and dancing themselves, Carlo loved dancing and hoped 

'that our new book has lots of music in it'. The class used all of these items 

to predict what their new core text is going to be about. Akoma used 

images from the book to predict, he said 'I predict the little girl lives with 

her grandma because I can't see her mum and dad.’ After looking at 

images of the main character in school, Ella wondered 'if the little girl has 

any friends because she is sitting by herself'. The children will begin reading their new core text next week 

to see if their predictions were correct. The Year 1 team are looking forward to the amazing writing that the 

children will do this term.   

 

This week, Year 4 have had an amazing start back after half term. On Mon-

day, they took part in a cricket session, run by experienced coaches, and 

learnt how to position their bodies to improve their balance when throwing 

and catching a ball. They had to rely on teamwork to ensure that the ball 

reaches their partner's hands without hitting the floor.  

In English, they began to explore their new core text, Christophe's story and 

explored the challenges the main character, Christophe, had to face start-

ing a new school as a refugee. Year 4 have also enjoyed learning their new 

song in Music 'Lean On Me'. They were so supportive of one another that a 

few children volunteered to sing the song solo or in a duet to the class, wowing their peers and teachers. 

 

Lucia - I liked learning how to play cricket. I was really happy that I was 

able to hit the ball both times with the bat and score points for my team. 

 

Madison - I really enjoy singing and I am so proud that I sang in front of the 

class. I was really nervous but I was happy that Isabella came and sang 

with me because it didn't make me feel so scared. I'm proud of myself for 

doing this. 

 

Malachi - I like learning about Christophe in our new book. I really liked acting out scenes from the book 

and learning what a mime is to help me. 

 



Coats 

As the days are getting cooler, please 

may we remind all families to send  

children in wearing an  

appropriate coat. 
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Attendance This Week 

Reception 96.9% 

Year 1 95.9% 

Year 2 98.3% 

Year 3 97.1% 

Year 4 90.7% 

Year 5 95.5% 

Year 6 97.2% 

Whole School    96.0% 

On the first day back, the children in Year 6 visited the library. The children were able to self-select books to 

read and shared their favourite stories with their friends. It is so important to 

foster a love of reading with children from an early age as it will impact on 

the rest of their lives and education. Children who are good readers have 

better outcomes across the curriculum and children learn lots of new lan-

guage and words through being read to every day. At Rockliffe, we have 

relaunched our reading challenges, reading buddies and our parent reading 

mornings. Teachers are also doing lots of book talk in their classrooms and it 

was great this week to see Year 3 and 4 children reading together!  

A reminder that next Tuesday and Wednesday is Parents’ Evening and we 

can’t wait to invite you into your child’s classroom to look at their books and 

talk to their teacher!   

 

 

 

  

We are delighted to welcome 3 new team members to Rockliffe Manor this term 

Please join us in welcoming : 

Miss Riches as the new Nursery Class teacher, Miss Wilson and Miss Verma in our TA team  

 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend and very much look forward to seeing everyone back 

to school on Monday 1st November. 

From Mrs Vdovin and the Rockliffe Manor School team 
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Happy Birthday to:  

*until  12th November 2021 

 Dates for your diary 

• Week commencing 18th October—5th November  Year 6 swimming lessons  

• Wednesday 17th November—Parents Reading Morning 

• Friday 19th November—BBC Children in Need Fancy Dress Friday 

• Friday 26th November—School closed for INSET Day 

• Thursday 2nd December- Winter  discos after school for Y1-6 

• Saturday 4th December—Winter Fair 

• Tuesday 7th December- Choir performing carols on the playground  

• Wednesday 8th December Parents Reading Morning 

• Friday 10th December Christmas Jumper Day and children’s Christmas 

dinner 

• Monday 13th December- Reception/KS1 Nativity to parents 2pm 

• Tuesday 14th December- KS2 carol concert to parents 2pm 

• Tuesday 14th December- Nursery Parent Sing-a-Long  

• Wednesday 15th December- Class winter parties  

• Thursday 16th December- last day of term 

Merits 

Freddy Year 6 

Teodor Year 5 

  

  

  

  

  

Children in Need—Friday 19th November 2021 

We are delighted to once again be supporting the  

BBC Children in Need appeal. 

On Friday 19th November all children and staff are welcome to 

come to School dressed in their best Fancy Dress —all for a donation 

of £1 

Teachers will be in the playground on the morning with buckets to 

put your donations 

Reception  Nikoleta  K 

Year 1  Ayomide A 

Year 2  Pippa L 

Year 3  Louie CP 

Year 4  Charlie R 

Year 5  Jayden M 

Year 6  Isabella C 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/fundraising/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/fundraising/
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We are happy to confirm that we will once again be holding face to face Parents’ Evening this year on 

either Tuesday 9th or Wednesday 10th November 2021.  

These evenings are an important opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress with their class   

teacher.  

We are now returning to using the online appointment booking system. This allows you to choose your 

own appointment times with teachers and receive an email confirming your appointments.  

 

Mrs Thomasi-Hyde, the school SENCO, will also be available on the evenings, so please do call the school 

office if you would like to meet with her.  

Appointments will close on Wednesday 3rd November at 23:30pm. We would recommend that if you have 

children who are siblings in the school that you book early so that you can get appointment slots close 

together.  

Please visit https://rockliffemanor.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointments.  

(A short guide on how to add appointments is included with this letter and is also available on our website 

https://www.rockliffemanor.co.uk/1282/parents-evening-online-bookings).   

 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add   

appointments on your behalf. 

https://www.rockliffemanor.co.uk/1282/parents-evening-online-bookings
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Remembrance Day (Or Poppy Day as it is also known as) is a  memorial day 

observed in the Commonwealth member states since the end of the First 

World War to honour armed forces members who have died in the line of 

duty and the vital role played by the emergency services and those that 

have lost their lives as a result of conflict or terrorism. 

Remembrance Day is observed on 11th November each year to recall the end of the First World War   

hostilities—which ended “at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month” in 1918—in accordance 

with the armistice signed by representatives of Germany and the Entente (the Allies of World War I led 

by a coalition of countries such as Britain, France, Russian, Italy, Japan and the United 

States). 

There are many ways that you can celebrate Remembrance Day and in England we tra-

ditionally start with wreath-laying ceremonies at war memorials followed by a two-minute 

silence observed at 11am on 11th November.  You may hear buglers playing ‘The Last 

Post’ to mark the start of the two minute silence and then buglers play ‘The Rouse’ to 

mark the end.  In larger towns and cities you will also hear the firing of field artillery (also 

known as a gun salute) 

In the UK, the main observance is held on Remembrance Sunday, 

which is the      Sunday closest to 11th November and this year falls 

on Sunday 14th November 2021.  There is a National Service of Remembrance 

held in London (as well as all other regions) attended by representatives of the 

Crown, the armed forces, civic leaders, ex-servicemen and women, cadet forces, 

the Scouts, Guides, Boys’    Brigade, St Johns Ambulance and the Salvation Army, 

as well as local organisations.  A minute or two-minutes silence is also incorporated 

The Poppy is a symbol of remembrance and hope for a peaceful future.  During the First World War        previ-

ously beautiful countryside everywhere was blasted, bombed and fought over, again and again quickly turn-

ing the landscape to fields of mud: bleak and barren where nothing could grow.  But out of this devastation 

the delicate but resilient bight red poppies grew and flourished in their thousands.  

As beautifully captured in this poignant poem by Major John McCrae—In Flanders Fields 

By wearing a poppy, one shows support for the service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces, veterans 

and their families.    Representing all those that lost their lives on active service in all conflicts: from the 

beginning of World War I to the present day.  It also honours the            contri-

bution of civilian services and the uniformed services which contribute to na-

tional peace and security and acknowledges innocent  civilians who have 

lost their lives in conflict and acts of terrorism. 

Woodhill Primary School will be once again be supporting the Poppy appeal 

and will have various items for sale in the School Office from wrist bands, re-

flectors, zip tags and the traditional poppy to be worn on your       lapel .  We will 

have children offering these items to purchase for a suggested     donation of 20p—

£1.  We are very grateful for any monies you can send your child in with to contrib-

ute to this wonderful cause.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDS3TxtGaQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDS3TxtGaQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpEuCHzDZc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfYVr_h8iEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfYVr_h8iEw
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields.htm
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• Date: 20th November 2021 

• Location: Eltham  

• Time: 11:00 - 17:00 

• Cost: Free 

Watch the Christmas lights of Eltham switch on and light up the sky! 

 
Passey Place 

• Christmas tree lights 

• Christmas markets 

• Music and festive performances 

• Free craft making workshops 

• Special surprise visit from Elf on the Shelf 
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